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ILLUSTRATION OF 2 THES. L. 9. 


© UVho shall he pit: nished with everlasting destruction 


his power. 
(Continued from page 43.) 
I shall now proceed fo notice some passages, || 
which appear to me to decide, what is the mean-!avain enjoyed hits presence. 


. 
a 


the passage uader consideration, and also the) drawing near, when they were aain to be 


nature of the punishment of which it speaks. ‘ished with Seats uction from the pt esence of the 
, ‘fuord. ‘They were to be banished trom the 
And the Lord was gracious | land, their City and Vemple destroyed, and to 


ihe first | notice is 
2 kines xt. 235. § 


unto them, and had compassion on them, and! this day the ruins of Jerusalem, and the di 


fresence as yet. But what God here says,! were, when God cast thein out lrom jis 

that ** as vet 

the following passage we find itsaid, he diddo lon. The language used in speaking 0! 

to them. ithe same. How then any candid nen 
2 Kings, poo 20, “ For through the anger Of affirm, that the apostle in the passage Ly 

the Lord, it came to pass in Jerusalem and) struction from the presence of the Ly 

Judi “ until he had east them out from his pre-\ eternal misery, I aim unable to pe 

sence, that Zedekiah rebelled against the King! the scriptures are allowed to is 

at Babylon. The same is repeate d, Jer reli. 3, apostle’ s meaning, he expresses 

which L need not transeribe. On these pas: | ishiment to the lee s, audin tiv 


‘ 


sages | now beg leave to make a few remarks, in which their former panisioie. 
vie wed | In Connexion with the one we are con- , presse vl by their own prop. jets, 
sidering. | But the persons are not ey said 


Ist. In the passages just quoted, it is beyond | ished with evelastiug destruction 
all fair discussion, that the Jews as a nation pre sence of the Lord, butit is add: 


ithe very language of oo to express himself. 
lindeed well he might, for he wt A speaking of 
from the pres uae of the Lord, and from the elory of the Ssaine people, and of at stintlar punishment 
~ jwhich was coming on them. he Jews were 
cast out of God’s preseniog for seventy years, 

yat were brought back tu their own land, aad 
When the apos- 
ing of the phrase, “ presence of the Lord,” in| tle wrote to the Thessalonians, the period was 


spere 
had respect unto them, because of his covenant’ sed Jews afford ample evidence of its truth, 
with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and would! The Jews now are as certainly destroyed, 
not destroy them, neither cast he then from his cast out of God's presence, as their forefathers 
pie 
The would not do to this people, In} sence in their seventy vears ¢: apti¥iry in Babs 
pot! 


are the persons spoken of, and on them the | ‘ And trom ooh giury of his power.” §& 
punishment threatened by God, was executed. ‘render this phrase “his glorious poser” | 
in the passage we are considering, the Jews! question natu nally occurs kere— i elo 
tre also the persons of whom the apostle spe ‘aks, | whose powers Siould we understand ¢ 
‘LS has se Seg at above. ithe elorious powel of the God of ts i¢i, tf 
y 2d. In th ie ae pe passages, quoted From thy: casions 1a di 1} lV, or Dis gi riOGus ie yy 
id Testa ament, ¢ lestroying tiie od it's, and Clust-\; Was certaluly Ulsvid <f tv the J Ws if th 
ne m out of his presence, are descriptive of land, and when banished tron , 
the same punishinent. But who ever s F posed,/ punished with destruction from hes cio; 
that destroying them or casting them out of power, as Well as from bis pres 


is presen e, meant either their annihilation. siouid we understand it of Cheis 
or their eadless misery, ina place called heliz, power, as the context seens. to 
We be Sy leave to ask, by what authority then! azrees to what is sai id .c: oncernin; . 
do we interp ret the same, or simular language | Cu teees.. rat the destruction of ferusc. 
used by Paul in the passage te fore us. | rin 

3d. ‘It has be ‘en proved satist; actorily wel ie Son ‘} f inail > all Come in the = wy 


sty this periou, Mat. Xvi. 27, say 


think, that God's S presence Was in Judea, par-| “other witn his angels.°? Aud in reference 
ticu! larly i eel the Hewple. That was his house| the same @Velll aaus, “eA id trey Sali see 

and where he deli: ghted todwell. Inthe above, Son of man coming in the clouds of heas 
quoted passages, it is clear as novo: i lay, Cat, with power a nd vreds vlory.” Ch bpter XAGV.. 


to be cast out of Gad’s preseuce Was to ve cas! 9%. Let us now pay some atteutiun to 


out of the land of Judea, froin his w: orship, and, duration, ot this punishment. beis not ouls 


to be carried into captivity to Babyloa, rg said to be destruction, but eceriast: ie hesiyi 


The ty postle | a] m from th. pire re af thre Li , tse v\ ¢° 


' 


dispersed among the heathen. 
the passage be fore | 


— 


a ? 


lls, eV ide ntlv | had these pas- | suine the we red ever. psciuey r used here, le: 


* - ’ ‘ 
“dGes pt hiv eye y nen he ow rete ea oan dh rows pest ne mie ty cynciude, that the punishimrer 
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50 MESSENGER OF PEACE, 


a 


mentioned isina future state of existe nce, aad FROM THE UNIVEERSALIST MAGAZINE. 
is alsoofendiess duration. <A little furthe 7 THE ck caer 
attention to the scriptures, we think must co 1 | ae eee hee a 
LC nstable as water, thou shall not erce?. (,en. xhig. J 
vince all, that this very circumstance is aj 
strong confirmation of the interpretation I) ‘This passage of sacred writ is the lanenas 
have giv en of this passage. Let us then quote | of the patriarch Jacob, addressed to his e leh Sf 
Jer. xxiil. 39, 40, “ Therefore, behold, 1, even ‘son, Reuben. The occasion of this address j. 
i will utterly forget you, and IT will forsake | well known tous aH. This illustrious person 
you, and the city that I gave you and your ‘age was then on his death bed, borne down with 
fathers, and cast you out of my presence : : Jad! years and the infirmities of dec ‘aving nature, 
Fiwill bring everlasting re proach Upon you, and) He had called his sons together, around the 
a per net ucl shame which shall not be forgotten.” |bed of death, to tell them what should befall 
See Balfour’s Inquiry on this passage, pagefthem in the latter d: avs. It appears this ve- 
182, and compare Deut. xxviii. $7, and xxxt/nerable old man was tuspired, so that he could 
17, 18. Hosea ix. 17. Jer. xx. 11, and xxiv. 9,) draw aside the veil that hides futurity from the 
19, and xiii. 17, 18. On this passage I shall/eyes of mortals, and could foresee the future 
submit for candid consideration a few brief re-| destiny of Ins descendants. — Ife first begins 
marks. with his eldest son, Reaben: “ Thou art my 
Ist. Ne ene can doubt, that this passage |first born, my might, the beginning of my 
sneaks of the Jews and predicts a punishment strength, the exc elle ‘ney of dignity, and thee ‘X- 
which God was to infliet upon them asa na-|cellency of power.” ‘All these titles and pri 
tion. That the punishment threatened is of a} vileges ‘be longed to Reuben by birth. The 
temporal nature, will not be disputed. “That/most mighty monarch could be possessed 
itis described in laneuage similar to the text!of no hi: oher degrees of honor and might ;—but 
we are considering, is very obvious. Itis de-jalas! by his folly aud instability, he forfeited 
scribed as an everlasting punishment from/all these inestimable privileges ; and all his 
God's presence. The Jews are to be made anjfond anticipations of future glory and happi- 
“everlasting reproach,” and “perpetual shame.” |uess proved like an idle dream. Reader, have 
We have sufficiently seen already, that to be| vou not been acquainted with those, who like 
cast out of God’s presence, is not to be cas st | Reuben, by their stability, have forfeited all 
inte hell, or endless misery, but to be cast out | | the advantages, which they might have enjoy - 
of Judea, and from God's worship and service,/ed from their birth ? Education and stand: ne 
end dispersed among the heathen or gentile in seciety—all these privileges, great as they 
nations. | we re, have been thrown aw ay by the unstable, 
od. What we have got therefore to consider, who, like water can never excel. Sneha per- 
end account for is, —why the punish nent of/son as this, may have great natural abilities ; 
tie Jews ofa temporal nature, is called per-|he may be possessed of manvamiable and en. 
petual and everlasting.-This, it is called in the idea tring virtues; he may be polished in mian- 
b issage we have quote “| from the prophet, and | ners ; his address may he ple asing; his con 
tis called everlasting by Paul, in the passage, Versation may be fascinating and delightful. 
re an us. When God said, that he would ile may make ereat professions of regard for 
make the Jews an everlasting reproach, aud a/ those with whoin he associates ; but what con- 
arpe tual shame, all we think will readily ad-| fidence can we put im the man, who, unstable 
vit, that endless duration is not meant. W hy|jin his ways, may be turned against us by the 
‘hen interpret Paul’s language as expressing |arttul devices of the slanderer, and of him 
eadless curation of punishment in a future! who woes up and down asa talebearer, amongst 
‘tate r Efe was a Jew, and was speaking of the |his neighbors ? Such a detestable character as 
unishment ofthe Jews. He was familiar with | this would soon make the unstable and credu- 
‘elaneuage of the Old Testament,-and bor. jlous man believe that you were his enemy, 
vs the phrase ‘presence of the Lord,” and/and that you had spoken thus and so against 
sy not also the word everlasting in referring |him, when, at the same time, it was a base in- 
“» the very same temporal punishment as is | vention of his own, to prejudice the unstable 
scribed by Jeremiah. If being cast out of man against you. Had the person, to whom 
ods presence did not mean under the Old these tales were told, been possessed of true 
stament, being cast into a place of future’ wisdom : and ood pudgmer nt, ie would have ex- 
‘sery, nor the word everlasting added:to this amined into the truth of what he had heard, and 
nishment, endless duration. Why should have been convinced at once of the folly of 
h language borrowed from the Old, by the the ‘arkening to a tatler and liar; for these two 
‘Pestament writers be so interpreted? Did characters, are inseparably connected.—But 
‘Ie w ever understand the phrase, ¢ ast out the unstable man never allows himself time to 
siod’s presence, being cast into hell or end-) reflect ; if a well told tale, salutes his ears, he, 
~ mise rv, OF, that the word everlas sting ap- ‘at once, receives it fer truth. The person who 
io it, expressed the endless nature of relates it, he embraces asa friend, when he is 
1a punishment ! ‘but an enemy in disguise. ‘Phus does the un- 
AN INQUIRER AFTER TRUIH. i stab! e person, forfeit his true friends. They 
(Concluded in our next ) iLecome strangers to hii, because they can place 
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no dependance in his friendship. Fora mo-jed us.” It will be readily admitted by all 


ment, take a view of the solitary man, who, 
stands, as it were, alone in the midst of the earth | 
with none to comfort him. He has no endear- 
ing wife and lovely children to greet him with | 
smiles of affection and love. ‘To use the sub-| 
lime language of a modern writer, his age must) 
Know no kindly hearth; none will be left to! 
bear up his name ; he mast go down to the grave | 
without a friend to drop a tear over his cold! 
remains.— W hat has occasioned this: In youth | 


he had a fair prospect af enjoving the sweets, 
of teve and friendship. Every thing conspired | 
toiake him happy; but alas, he was of that) 
number, whe, unstable as water, cannot execel.| 
In youth no ove could long engage his friend-| 
ship orfove. tle was by turns, a friend to all, 
his acquainlance, and a tover toall the fair part 
oh instability, he forsook ! 


' 
\ 


of creation: bat threw 7 
them al, and in turn be iinds himself sulitary 
He distrusted all; and noone! 
‘These are some | 


and forsake. 
will place coutidence im fim. 
ef the fruits, the unstavle manhastoreap. But) 
these are not all: when he takes a retrospect | 
view of his past lite, le despises himself, iff, 


. : 
nav be permitted to use LnNe CXPressigh. \\ heu! 
. 
» | 


’ 

, t ‘ 

‘ ‘ . ie + ‘ . 

he reflects on his conduct, and sees, he has, | 
ee ‘ ne ech hil snore tl 

bviis toy, lost stp hintlai'y PA li biessipes ital Wes 


MIL WAVE ‘moved, he cannot but view himself 


Ade. I ’ — + ¢] ee 
Xt | y oe cal \ Ce amones Lhe hupiwer oi 
: ; bonne et Gast & Curl 
Th iO are unstable in there wavs; who, 
} hye a ’ LET? } 14 
: ae | rene rhb, e epd ya Cverds OPLlonm hnhaw- 
‘ A 
! i 4 . , eh 
‘ tf. i} ' th. Ihe (yhe° Cast’ Witil cL id al 
‘ ! ‘ 4% : a 
S,FHaAY We, WrIeUt Gers y, COMBICHCE the WOrk 
seil-C@\aiithnation. bay wenet pul rt oan 
otier day. fi we wre possessed of i fhehie, uns} 
, 3 ’ ' + : , ' ° 
scabie TRING, We CGN NeVer ChpOoy coe abies. 
. « ‘ 


fam not areuing theta person should never) 


change his sentiments, On any sulpect > it 1S | 
the duty ofevery peisolt, when lie is convipced 
chal he His embrac Th lh OC rLroneous Si ntmment, | 
‘oabandon it. Batwe shoutd, with eare and! 
attention, examine a tiing well, before we re-, 
cone ttas truth. MoRALIST. 
tiest Canbridy v, 0 eure 3S, 182%. 


<-- ~~ 


FOR TIIL MESSENGER OF PEACE, 
LOVE OF GOD. 
LION TY¥.9, 10. 


*8 Tlereiii i ihai we loved G ed, bul that hel 
loved us, dud seni nis Son to be the propuialion for ou 
caus. Reloecdy it God so loved us, we ought also lo lov: 
one another.” 


John who is justiy styled the beloved apos-! 
tle, dwells much upon the love of God to sin- 
hers, and seems to consider it as essentially 
necessary that we should know this important 
truth. He considers the knowledge of this fact 
to be the foundation of the Christian virtues, 
and that ignorant of it, we run into all manner 
of iniquity. In conformity te this opinion he 





classes of professing christians, that destitute 


joflove to God, man isa sinner. If then we 


love God because he first loved us, that love 
being anterior to our love, God loved us while 
we were sinners. He loved us, when we did 
not love him, and manifested or made known 
tous his love by sending his Son to be the pro- 
pitiation for our sins. If these declarations be 
true, that we love him because he first loved us, 
it will be easily seen that this love should be 
exhibited to the mind of the sinner, and every 
exertion made to convince him that God loves 
him, and thus enkindle in his heart that holy 
spirit of gvatetul affection, that shall cause him 
to love his God. 

Pani hath said, that faith werking by love 
purifies the heart. Love then passes the puri- 
‘ving power, if cleanses the heart, and sancti- 


~ 
« — 


lies aud sets it apart unto every good work. 
Hew sadly has the sentiments and opinions of 


‘the apostles, been misunderstood by those 


Whose duty itis as faithful stewards of the grace 
of God, to lead inen to the knowledge of God 
aud of Jesus our Lord. Instead of laboring 
with siiners to shew them, that God there hea- 
venly fitherlerves them, aad has, in the fulness 
of thitsfove,seut lis Sen to be the propitiation for 
their Sitio, they are declaring directly the con- 


‘trary, aud telling sinners of the wrath and an- 
gerot Afoiechty God, whose wrath and anger 


will con(inue to burn towards them, until they 
shall return to Ged, and love him. ‘The apos- 
ties,or our modern divines have sadly mistaken 
this poiut. If, as itis frequently stated at the 
present day, to preach the love of God to sin- 


ners is a demoralizing doctrine, and nought but 
‘the fear of hell can deter sinners from pursuing 


their wieked courses; then did both John and 
Paul misunderstand the true doctrine of grace, 
and the means necessary to be employed to 
produce the reformation of the sinner, and turn 
nim from hisevilways. The one apostle saith, 
The goodness of God leads to repentance, 
the other declares the love of God is the cause 
of our loving him; but modern teachers say 
the love of Ged preached to sinners, hardens 
them in sin, and opens the way to all licenti- 
ousness. 

The love of God to sinners is considered by 
John, asa reason why we ought to love one an- 
other. “ Beloved,” says he, “if God so loved 
us, we ought also, tolove one another.” What 


says, “we love him (God) because he first lov-ia blessing it would be to us ia this world ef 


a, 
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iulirmities, transgression and error, if we pos-| considered as a believer in Christ who did hot 
sessed that love recommended by the apostle.| love the brethren, or members of his church and 
How much strife, slander, ill will and animos-| religious sect? Is it not an evidence of dis- 
ity would be avoided. Whatever might be|cipleship, that those who make the profession 
the feelings we should see in others, if we hadjof religion love those of like precious faith * 
a knowledge of the love of God, in pardoning| Would a person be received into a church as 
our sins, we should pardon and forgive, even|a follower, and servant of Christ, who did noi 
as God for Christ’s sake }as forgiven us. love those of the sane profession? Tf not, w hy 

Scholastic ingenuity in support of a favor-|the exhortation “ Beloved, if God so loved us, 
iie system, has introduced an opinion directly| we ought also to love one another.’ ‘The pas 
contrary to the true meaning of the apostle,| sage, evidently presupposes that they, whom 
and much labor is expended in showing that]God loved so exceedingly, did not love eac! 
by the word, “beloved,” is meant believers on-| other as they ought, and were, therefore, pro- 
ly, and that the expression, “ we ought so tol per subjects for exhortation. But herein is 
love one another’ signifies that believers,} the greatness of the love of God? Inloving us 


ought to love ove another. The fallacy andj when we did not love him. And we are ex 





absurdity of this, will be clearly seen by en-|horted to love one another, because God loved 
tering into the inquiry, how drd Ged love us?fus thus exceedingly. But can we be said, te 
Answer, when we did not love him, when we| imitate God, and to love each other as he loved 
were aliens and strangers to the covenant of| us by limiting one afections, to those who love 
promise. Having thus fairly stated the case,i us, or are friendly to usr surely not, God 
we now proceed to ascertain if possible what ioved those, who loved him net, but were ene 
constitutes man a “beloved” object. When/!mies to lei, alienated through the ignorance 
the apostle used the expression “ Beloved” he} that was in them, and he requires us to do the 
meant those who were beloved of God, If he | same. That it never was intended that the 
did ot mean this, we know not what he did} christian’s love and friendship should be con 





mean. Hf they were not beloved of God byi fined to those who believed with them, or had 
Whom were thev beloved. received the enlightening influence of the grace 


If by the phrase “beloved”? was meant those|of God, is clearly proved by the following pas 





who were beloved of God, we next must ascer-|sages of Scripture. Jesus says, Ye are my 
tain who are those thus beloved. ‘Thisis clear-| friends if ye do whatsoever L command you.’ 
ly shown by the expression “Tlerein is love} tHe had just before given his disciples a Wee 
pot that we loved God, but that he loved us. | Commandment «A new commandment vive ] 
and sent his Son to be the propitiation for ow | unto you that ye love one another as I have 
sins.’ John has thrown more light on this sub-| [01 ed you.” Again, “I say unto you which hear, 
ject, in the following declaration “If any man| love your enemies, do good to them which hate 
sin we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus! vou, bless them that curse you, and pray for 
Christ the richteous, who is the propitiation| them which despitefully use you. And as y< 
for our sins, and not for ours only, but also for would that men should do to you, do ye also to 
the sins of the whole world.” If then, God"s) 
sending his son to be the propitiation for onry you, what thank have ve? For sinners also 





them likewise. For if yelove them, which love 
sins, Is an evidence, or manifestation of the di-| love those that love them, and if ye do good to 
vine love, the: as Jesus is a propitiation for| them which do good to you, what thank have 
the sins of the whole world, or all mankind,| ye? for sinners also do even the same. And 
all men are beloved. This is proved by other if ve lend to them of whom ye hope to receive, 
declarations. “ God so loved the world, that Se} what thank have ye ? for sinners wiil also lend 
sent his son not to condemn the world, but that} to sinners, to receive as much again. But love 
the world thro: gh him might be saved.*? Thej ye your enemies, and do good, and lend, hoping 
world then, or all men, are the beloved of God,| for nothing again: and your reward shall be 
who are exhorted to love one another. great, and ye shall be the children ef the high- 
The absurdity of the statement that believers|est; for he is kind unto the unthankful and 
are the only persons that are exhorted to love} the evil.” 
one another, will be clearly seen, by attending} These and numerous passages in the sacred 
to the following particulars. Woulda man be| volume, show us that our love is not to he con. 
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lined by any sectarian lines or r boundaries but|ment. on their enemies from settled malice. 


that we are to love all men, even as God has ihey hate them—they wish them il—they 


loved us. Our heavenly Father 1s held up as 
in example, and he is declared to be good unto 
i, and that his tender mercies are over all his 
works. He is cood unto the unthankful and 
the evil. 

Could or would men lay aside their preju- 
ices; those prejudices which confine their 
fection and friendship within very contracted 


} 





wish to see them, and are resolved to make 
It might be 
shown conclusively that God indulges nosuch 


them as unhappy as possible. 


malice towards his enemies, nor dues the pu- 
nishment he inflicts on them result from any 
such feelings.” | 

“ Were the 
malicious—-were he altogether 


Supreme Being, vengeful, 


such an one as 


icles, and would they listen to the instruc-|ourselves, his enemies might have vastly less 


ions of wisdem, and be guided by the word of 
eternal truth, then would they enjoy the sweets 
of religion,and gratitude to the supreme Being 
vould 
‘ive in bonds of perfectness and Peace. 


“MESSENGER OF PEACH. 


aT DSON, SATUR DAY. Jl NE », 1624. 


EVANGELIST. 


cause them to love one another and to 
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‘THE PERFECT RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD THE reader, 
PUNISH-/of your God precludes 


REASON OF HIS INFLICTING ETERNAL 
MENT ON HIS FOER.” 
(Concluded from page 46.) 
The writer having brought forward all that 
ne thought worthy of notice from the scrip- 
fures in proof of his first’ proposition (says,) 
That God wil punish his incorrigible ene- 
nies forever and ever,” proceeds to shew in 
his second proposition, “that he, (God) will 
‘lo this, because of the perfect rectitude of his 
zovernment™—or as he alterwards expresses 
uunself, “ because of the perfect rectitude «f 
character.” ' 


his (God’s) The method adopted 


io show the rectitude of the character or gov- 


ernment of God, is one, [ believe, original with 


the writer in the Evangelist, and which he 
vught to have the exclusive right of using.— 
The reason is this, if reasoning it may be cal- 
fed—— 

Men sometimes punish those who are sub- 
ject to their authority ina fit of passion, their 
tempers are excited, and they deal ont the 
strokes of their vengeance in a rage?~-“ But 
“God is not susceptible of passion in this 


sense of it.” 
« Ven sometimes punish their enemies, in 


order to be revenged en them. ‘They have re- 
ceived some injury or insult; and they mean 
to retaliate—they mean to seek revenge. It 
might be shown that a God of perfect holiness 
never indulges a selfish, vengeful spirit such as 
this, and consequently, that such a spirit ne- 
ver excites him to punish his enemies.”’ 

‘Men, in some instances, inflict punish- 








‘never be satisfied, never say, 


to fear from him, than they have at present.” 
Reader, pause one moment, on the argu 

If God were a passion- 

there would 


ments of this writer. 
ate and vengeful Being like man, 


ibe some reason to nopgs that the enemies of 


They 


astly less to fear from God, than 


God would not be punished eternally. 
would have v 
they now have, in consequence of the perfect 
Alas! kind 
the perfect rectitude, and righteousness 


rectitude of his character. alas! 


all hopes of salvation. 


| Were God a passionate Being and punished his 


enemies in a passion, there would be no rea- 
son to suppose that their punishment would be 
endless—and why not? Because says our an- 
thor, “ the paroxism ofrage must subside and 
the punishment growing out of it must cease.” 

* God does not punish from a selfish, venge- 


ful spirit. [fhe did, it is not likely it would 


excite him to punish forever. If it wasa mere 


which urged him on, this re 
lie (God,' 
would come at length to feel that he had re 
taliated sufficiently, and would be Jed to say, 


selfish revenge 


venge would in time be glutted. 


it is enough.” 

Again, God does not inflict in matice—“Mere 
Mere ma- 
lice, which is a wicked feeling of the heart, and 


malice must atlength be satiated. 


cannot have any constant, abiding principle to 
support it, must in time be exhausted.” 
Reader, what a pity it is that your God pos- 
sessed not these passions, ifhe did there would 
be some nope for poor sinful worms of t!. 
dust. If he were worked up into a rage 
would 
venge, he would become satiated and say, it i 


in time subside. If exercised by re- 


enough. If by malice, it would become ex- 
hausted and the victim would escape iis fury. 
But as God possesses none of these feelings 


and neither punishes in a passion, out of re- 
venge, or in malice, there is no reason to ex- 
pect that punishment ever willend. God ca 
if is enouch,— 
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Such is the perfect righteousness | of God and 
the perfections of his character and govern- 
ment that endless punishment is inevitably 
the lot of his enemies. 

May we not here be permitted to inquire if 
God do not punish ina passion, out of revenge, 
or malice for what—or for what purpose does 
he punish? It is evident that if this punish- 
ment is tobe endless it cannot be designed to 
restrain the oflender 3; and we trust that it will 
never be said, that saints, in the divine king- 
dom of blessedness and glory, will need the 
example to deter them from the commission of 
If not, for what dees God punish P— 
attempts to an- 


crime. 
the writer in the Evangelist 
ser this question, yet he falls vastly short of 
viving us anything hke a reason why God | 
should thus a sh. He savs, “ the single rea- 


son which! impel = the Deity forward in the pu- | ‘does not spare them.” 


gishinent of his incorrigible foes, is the recti- 
iude of his character.” 


mean, “ by rectitude of character!” 


revenge, or nalice—W hat are the properties, 
which form the divine character? That God) 
does not possess, either 1 


spirit of revenge or malice we fully agree, no} 





What does this writer} 
It God | 
possesses none of those hateful passions, rage,! yet tobe preved. 
ed by the writer in the Evangelist, but without 


rage, ora vindictive | 





in ‘the properties or attributes of God, and con - 

sequently, a want of perfection in the divine 
character. God while under the influence of 
mercy, would in the benevolence of his spirit 
feel disposed to spare and save, while stern 
inflexible and inexorable justice would de- 
mand the damnation of the objects of its ven 

geance, and the Almighty compelled to yield, 
contrary to the dictates of wisdom and of love. 
Is there not then a want of perfection in the 
divine character? Most certainly. 

Our author informs us that, “ When they, 
(men) have transgressed his (God’s) laws and 
rejected his son, and persisted in rejecting hun 
until their probation has expired, it would be 


;wronging himself, and weengine the universe 


should he spare them more ; and it is because 
he cannot be guilty of all this wrong that hi: 
That God will putiisi 
his disobedient children, no person acquainted 
with the scriptures can doubt fer a moment 
But that he will punish them without end, 
This proof has been attempt 


‘success, as must be Kcingiiie’ to every ¢ andicd 
reflecting mind, and we might with proprie ty 


have taken our leave of him, on showing that 


such base passions, disgrace or blacken the di-| he had failed in the support of his first propo 


vine character; but it seems, according to the, 


sition. ‘The absurdity of his reasons why God 


writer in the Evangelist, that it is unfortunate | will punish without ever being satiated or sa 


for man, that he dees not, forif he did, there! 


would be sone hope of the salvation of the sin-| duty to notice them. 
God cannot be guilty of all this wrong, that he 


ser, but new there is none. 

The perfeciions of divine nature and cha-: 
racter d. spand attention—John declares that 
By this heavenly and divine at-| 
Almighty governed | 


trod is Pyare, 
tribute 6p property, ls the 
in all his dealings with the creatures of his 


power. Men have for the sake of expressing! 


divine governnient, considered God as posses-| 
sing various attributes, and have enumerated | ner more 
SEVEN divite properties in the nature, or for- 


ming the character of Ged. ‘These seven which 
are Wisdom, Knowledge, Power, Justice, 
Mercy, Love, and ‘Truth must perfectly har- 
monize and agree, in order to produce perfec- 
tion of righteousness in the divine eharacter. 
Should justice and mercy require two differ- 
ent things as is often represented. viz. Jus- 


tice demanding the endless damnation of the 
sinner while mercy on the other hand anxious- 
ly pleads for his pardon and salvation; then 
in that case, there would be a want of harmony 





tisfied was so glaring that we consider it out 

It is, says he, becauss 
‘does not spare thee that are his foes. Kind 
reat der, in what will all this wrong COlsist, it 
‘God should in his infinite wisdom cause his pu- 


nishments te work for the wood of the afflicted 


and ie sheuld give unto them eternal life— 
| purest © 
This ws 


their views, on (he various dispensations of the | 


: believe it will be very difficult for you 
to satislactorily determine. The writer says, 

God would wreng himself if he spared the sin- 
:, and imperious duty compels the De- 
ity to saniah the creature without mercy aud 
without end. In what manner can the Almig!- 

ty be wronged if he in his unbounded good- 
ness should cause the chastisement which he 
righteously inflicts upon the disobedient, to 
accomplish the end and design of all punish- 
ment, that is, the reformation of the offender. 
It is necessary that we should bear in mind 
what has already been stated. That punish- 
ment is designed to effect one of two things. 
First, the reformation of the offender, or se- 


condly, to deter others from the commission of 


a? 
ps 


Sm bt ate 









ot aed 


* himself in this unhappy predicament, that he 
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crime. Ithas ever been considered that, that|;verse. Until this 1s done, and it is clearly 
punishment which neither reforms the sufferer, | shown that the perfect righteousness ot God 
nor operates as a preventative to crime in oth-| requires him to punish without mercy and 
ers, is useless, is effective of no good whatever, | without end for the accomplishment of no rood 
and ought to be abolished. “That wisdom which whatever, we cannot believe this heart wither- 
God has imparted to man thus teaches, that all/ ing and God dishonoring doctrine. 
punishment ought to be measured to the crime Notwithstanding the writer declares that 
and ought ever to be inflicted, for those salu-|God does not punish in a passion, or out of re- 
tary purposes. According to the writerin the; venge. Yet he forgets himself, and gives us 
Evaxceiist, God must have affixed a penal-|the following sentiment. Supported and 
ty, or punishment to the transgression of his) guided by such principles, the great Eternal 
law, without any regard as to the ultimate end will not be swayed by mere feeling, (that is, if 
io be produced by the punishment, or he must! we understand him, feelings of mercy, compis- 
be destitute of that wisdom and divine energy /sion or kindness) as sinful creatures, either to 
which are necessary to produce the intended the right hand or to the left. But having aris- 
eect. Ifthe Almighty bas determined to pu-jen up in “true and righteous judgment,” to 
nish without end, and without any design to! punish his incorrigible foes, he will go on with 
reform the offender, or that the punishment’ them, in the same way, to all eternity. He 
should operate as anecessars example to deter | will roti his VENGEANCE alter them, iu 
others from the commission of crime, for what! one unfailing, unbroken stream for ever and 
does he punish. The writer says, God does;ever.” Turning to Johnson’s dictionary we 
not punish ina passion, nor for revenge, nor| find that to do with vengeance is, to do it witle 
in malice. If then the Almighty does punish, vehemence—And that the word vengeful is de- 
without mitigation, or end, for what intent rived from vengeance and signifies Vindictive 
or purpose is this punishment inflicted? — It, revengeful. If then God will “Rott urs vencr- 
is not to reclaim the sufferer, no, his punish-| ANCE” on his foes, it looks a little like passion 
ment is to continue through endless duration.| or revenge whatever our friend may say to 
It is not as an example to deter others from the, the contrary. 
commission of crime for this punishment is not, 

inflicted until those, who are eye witnesses 


| 
and spectators of the w retchedness and mise-| INSTALLATION. 


ry of the sufferers, are placed ina situation) On Thursday the 15th instant, Br. Sepas- 
where they do not need the example. No man,! pax Srreerer was installed Pastor over the 
who will exercise his reason, can believe that. first Universalist Church and Society in this 
the saints or glorified beings in Heaven will city.  Fntroductory Prayer, by Br. Barzillai 
need the fiery furnace continually in their sight S¢reeter of Salem; Sermon, from 2 Cor. iii. 6 
fokeep them in Heaven, or that, were it not for by Br. Russell Streeter of Portland, Me. ; Jn 
the miseries of the damned which they conti- sfalling Prayer, by Br. Tlesea Ballou, 2d. of 
nually witness, they would rush trom the blest! Roxbury > Delivery of the Scriptures, and 
abodes, and leave their God and Redeemer to Charge, by Br. ‘Thomas Jones of Gloucester ; 
inhabit the eternal kingdom alone. Richt Hand of Felloeship, by Hosea Ballou of 
There is but one reason that can be given, Boston; Concluding Prayer, by Br. Edward 
Why God should endlessly punish his oflend- ‘Turner of Portsmouth; Benediction, by Br, 
ing children—that is, he formed a law and af- Sebastian Streeter. 
fixed a penalty to it which requires that he! ‘These services were accompanied with the 
should inflict endless punishinent upon the highly interesting performances of the Choir 
sinner, and having thus done, he is bound by) of the Society. 
the law to inflict the penalty, whether itis ef-| May the Blessing of the Divine Presence 
lective of any good, or not, and imperious duty | rest on this ancient and numerous Society, and 
compels him, however contrary it may be to the their beloved and respected Pastor. ? 
leelings of divine benevolence, thus to punish. | Universalist Mazazine, 
eee = poe cai “ge ee oF moment, | 
that the Almighty has, Dy Want Of due consi-) , . a a 
deration, and the exercise of wisdom, placed) St. Paul's Cathedral, London. —This Struc- 
‘ture was 35 years in building, and cost 756, 
must punish whether good is produced or not.! oe ay sea ay ge It is 906 
We cannot believe it. The law is holy, just: paler _ mane FOCk Wane, he Sameanit of the 
> O1U. 


and good, founded in infinite wisdom, justice 
3S ’ ° 2 as = >| A I, , alo v 7 . 12 WoO s 5 - "S 
and mercy. It isa law of love and requires nO» “4 f og, gait Tion ~/ a 100 , car 
. ne . . oe . ye Ts mom. oi sy > , 7 
punishment that is not necessary for the pro-| 2QUUSINSs IIs « ee TOR, Os WHS ARE £5, 
feet high to the summit of the cross. 


duction of the best possible good. Andit yet! : 
Bridgeport Farmer. 
————< 
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remains to be shown that the iniliction of end-| 
less punishment can in any way tend to the! 


wlory of God, display the perfect righteousness! “ Whosvo oifereta praise clorifieth me: and ty 
of iis character,be productive of good tothe pun- him that ordereth his conversation aright, will 


ished, or to any creature or being in the uni-|1 shew the salvation of God.’ Psaiet. 
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a ae as the early and fatal dune of his hopes, His 
POUT NY é country, his father and triends have lost one whose ta- 
—_ lents were of the finest order, of inflexible integrity, anc 
FROM THE WASHINGTON REPUBLICAN. of character moral, amiable and without a stain. 
They shall perish, but thou remainest.—Heb. 'Vhe following lines were handed us by one, who was 
Suws and planets—every orb, with him when dying and with whom he was intimately 
Spark of thee, who shin st torever, acquainted, 
Time shall quench, and age absorb— Look on this mirror, boast not of to-morrow, 
‘These shall fade; but thou shalt—never ! But, if thou must, shunthen, the ** house of sorrow: 
Wealth and beauty, pride and power— ~ 4 wg at "ae a ra? te 
Ties which only death could sever— I. gee ee ae ee Meer Woke Sa 
eR Re ae. cai a ict nope Colverging brig hten to thy View 
Every sage earth, one a : ; | Aud give thy prospects, all the rainbow’s hue 
Ihese shall fade ; but thou shalt—never! | Be happy in thyself, make others so : 
Emerald isles, on ocean sleeping— } Wall thee with pleasures—still one cup of woe 
Skies that seein to spread forever— { ‘Thou, too must drinks for covert fate destroys 
Links of life through nature ereeping— Sooner or later, all earth's swectest Joys 
These shall fade ; but thou shalt—never ! A youth, whom virtue, and that friendship moved, 
Every grace of human art, Such, tKdward was, by all, who knew him loved, 
Time’s unsparing hand shail sever— With innate fancy, vivid at bis touch, . 
Dreams of faney—spells of art— Yet, what things were, he painted them ** just such” 
These shall fade ; but thou shalt—never ! And spoke ot mankind, only to disclose, 
‘ What sound reliection, or experience knows, 
All the range of nature be, ail rom him, bliche lolly, seldom wailed an hour, 
Sunny landscapes, smiling ever— for nothing else, but truth, with bim had pow ry 
Sil er moon and starry train— On Hudsons banks, plain truth hor banner waves, 
Phese shall fade 5 but thou shalt—uever ! She took him easly, aud he learned her ways, 
All shall fade, from earth and sea ; Home six months absent, frou lis, native air 
Oceans dry, and mountains sever ; Aiftecuion called hin, he was hastenmg there. 
Time and ude shall cease to be— Not five days since, oh pe told a flattering tale* 
Thou alone remain’ st forever. * And pass d betuce him. with a joyful gale, 
ger ee Serna snthingnnbeienaoe | His iather’s home, seem dG neariig to his view, 








Wicd, 

AtCuracoa,on the 5th of Maylast, Mr. Epwarp G_| 
GARDNER, aged 24, the son of Gayer Gardner, Esq. | 
ofthis City. Although short the opportunity we had of 
forming an acquaintance with the deceased, it was suf- 
ficient to untold the amiable qualities of his mind, and 
to persuade us thatto him nature was prolific in her gifts 
The mildness of his disposition, and the suayity of his 
manners, laid hold, with irresistible power, on the aftec- 
tions of all his acquaintances, and gained for him their 
esteem and friendship. Persuaded that his youthful 
companions, and indeed all who have associated with 
bimin life, and who duly appreciate his worth, and 
leeply sympathize with his afflicted relatives, will receive 
‘ousolation in learning the attentions he received though 


in a land of strangers, we publish the following 
bituary notice which appeared in the Curacoa Courant 
yt M: iy oth. 


OBITUARY. 


We regret, having to announce the sudden dissolution 
ofaimost amiable young man Mr.Epwarno G.GARDNER 
son of Gayer Gardner, Esq. of the city of [Ludson in the 
state of New-York. About seven or eight months since, 
Mr. G. had come to Curacoa, the second time, for the 
ymprovement of his health, and had partially effected it. 
Hut intending to return home, had taken passage in the 


brig Morning Star, Capt. Waring, for New-York. 
very thing was on board, the vessel! cleared out, and 


on the eve of sailing, Mr. G. went on shore for the pur- 
cose Of seeing a friend to whom he was particularly at- 
tached, but nearly at the same moment of bidding adieu, 
ye was siezed with a fever, which terminated his exis- 
‘on the evening of the fourth day of his iilness. 
{very thing that medical skill, friends, and unremit 
tiug attention could do for his recovery, was done, but 
every effort was unavailing. He died at eight o'clock o1 
the Jt instant in the 24th year of his age. Samue' 
| fisq.to whom he was intimately known, and wh 
from his feeling and manner must have d him like 


sVU! 


lover 


brother, had kis reinains deposited in the Family V aul: 
of Ro Lyle, Esq. deceased. His funerid was attended 
by all who knew him either personally or by character. ! 


patie led as chief mourner, but, all mourned— 





93] . tte i. his su ') 


and unexpected dissolution. and 


‘Lime cre pt along, but, love and teeling lew, 


») 


‘Lhe topsan loose, the prlot at the helm, 


met to overwhelin, 


io) 


And not one tear, re 


Stop—there Is Oliv, ivratitude’s a stall, 
Wauich, must not ve hupress d, on Lidwards nae 


oh) 


t eo 
ict Ine YO 


LU ural 


** A triend expects—on shore, ah, 


* five minutes st LY, then larcwe x Ou. 


The vessel waits, her sails beshrew the mast, 


but Vv 
‘The morning 
‘dhe vesse! sails, 


— Ww Gay 


loves hlin, thus tl Is past, 


comes, Dut COiles WIth leverisn plare, 


but 


mUdwaid is hot there, 


What means that sound, why this discordant thrill, 


Which chills my blood, i says 10 hope, ** be stil! 
Relentless fate, ber victim unaware, 

Coiling around, is deal to tears and prayers, 

An anxious sigh, a never dividing gioan, 

Calls out for help, but where—oun earth, there's non 


The fires of death, consume the sacriiice, 
On cloudless incense, vital sparks arise, 
Exhausted how, pains, doubts and terrors cease, 
Heaven wills it so,x—Jehovah gives him peace. 
Curacoa, oth May, 1624. 
* Capt. §.'1. Waring, of the brig Morning Star, with 
Whom ar. Gardner had come out to Curacoa. 


In this city on the 20th ult. Faeperick WILLIAM 
infant son of Capt. Daniel Cofiin, aged 3 year and 
mouths. 

** So fades the lovely blooming flower, 
Sweet smiling solace of an hour ; 
So soon Our transient comlorts fly 
And pleasure only blooms to die.” 
RURAL REPOSITORY. 

The First Number of this Paper was published last 
saturday, those who wish to subscribe for it, will please 
o send their namesto W. Bb. STODDARD, at A. STOD- 
vAKD's Book-Store, as the second number will not be 
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